HIOW INTERIM DECISION HEARING TEMPLATE ORDER V2 MAR 2026
Case Number: 


In the Family Court		
sitting at BASINGTOKE/NEWPORT, ISLE of WIGHT/PORTSMOUTH/SOUTHAMPTON 



The Children Act 1989


The children
Name		a girl / boy 		born on dd/mm/yyyy
Name		a girl / boy 		born on dd/mm/yyyy

The parties and representation
The applicant is [name] who is the mother/father/relationship to the children who appeared as litigant in person/was represented by [name]/ who did not attend
The respondent is [name] who is the mother/father/relationship to the children who appeared as litigant in person/was represented by [name]/ who did not attend  
Also present
[name] who was the applicant/respondent’s McKenzie Friend
[name] who was the Independent Domestic Violence Adviser supporting the applicant/respondent  

This is an order made by His/Her Honour Judge [name]/District Judge [name]/Magistrates [names] at a decision hearing on [date] which was attended/held remotely and did not conclude matters

[bookmark: _Toc119670663][bookmark: _Toc134716019]Penal notice

IMPORTANT WARNING TO [NAME]

If you [NAME] of [ADDRESS] disobey this order you may be held to be in contempt of court and may be imprisoned, fined or have your assets seized. 

Also the court may make an enforcement order (an order requiring you to do unpaid work) or increase an existing enforcement order or order you to pay compensation to another party.


IMPORTANT NOTICES
Right to apply
As this order has been made without a hearing any party may ask the Court to reconsider this order. You must do that within seven days of receiving this order by writing to the court and asking the Court to reconsider. You must tell the person who applied for the order that you are asking the Court to reconsider it.

Confidentiality warning
Until the conclusion of the proceedings no person shall publish to the public at large or any section of the public without the court’s permission any material which is intended or likely to identify the child/children as being involved in these proceedings or an address or school as being that of the child/children. Any person who does so is guilty of an offence.

Further, during the proceedings or after they have concluded no person shall publish information related to the proceedings including accounts of what has gone on in front of the judge, documents filed in the proceedings, transcripts or notes of evidence and submissions, and transcripts and notes of judgments (including extracts, quotations, or summaries of such documents). Any person who does so may be in contempt of court.

Information related to the proceedings must not be communicated to any person other than as allowed by Rules 12.73 or 12.75 or Practice Direction 12G of the Family Procedure Rules 2010.

Compliance warnings
All parties must immediately inform the allocated judge as soon as they become aware that any direction given by the Court cannot be complied with and to seek in advance an extension of time to comply.  

If a party fails to comply with directions and/or fails to attend any hearing without good reason the Court may make final orders at that hearing.  

Child arrangements orders warnings
This order includes a child arrangements order (the part of the order setting out living arrangements for a child and about time to be spent or contact with another person).  If you do not do what the child arrangements order says you may be made to do unpaid work or pay financial compensation. You may also be held to be in contempt of court and imprisoned or fined, or your assets may be seized.
It is a criminal offence to take a child out of the United Kingdom without the consent of everybody with parental responsibility unless the court has given permission. 
While a child arrangements order is in force in relation to a child nobody may:
a. cause the child to be known by a new surname
b. remove the child from the United Kingdom
without the written consent of every person with parental responsibility for the child or leave of the court. 
However, this does not prevent the removal the child from the United Kingdom by a person named in the child arrangements order as a person with whom the child is to live for a period of less than one month.


THE COURT MAKES THE FOLLOWING ORDERS:

[bookmark: _Toc134716041]Allocation
1.The proceedings are [re]allocated for case management and hearings to a [Circuit Judge] / [District Judge] / [Justices] and reserved to [name of judge].

[bookmark: BMC_20]Live with order
2.Until further order the children shall live with [name].

[bookmark: BMC_21_1][bookmark: BMC_21]Time Spent/Contact Order

[bookmark: BMC_21_2]3.Until further order [name] must make sure that the children spend time or otherwise have contact with [name] as follows: [set out terms]

[bookmark: BMC_22_1][bookmark: BMC_22]Contact directions and conditions
[bookmark: BMC_22_2]4.The following conditions apply to contact:
a. handovers at the start of contact will be at [insert location] and [name] must collect/deliver the children;
b. handovers at the end of contact will be at [insert location] and [name] must collect/deliver the children;
c. handovers at the start and end of contact must be at an agreed public place covered by CCTV cameras, namely [insert location];
d. the parties must ensure that no other adult /[name] accompanies them to handovers; 
e. any party delayed for a handover must let the other know immediately;
f. handovers will be facilitated by [name];
g. communication between the parties must be confined to issues concerning the children and must only be by text message/email/WhatsApp/use of the [insert name of parenting App].  The telephone numbers/email addresses of the parties are [insert].
h. a ‘contact handover book’ shall be used to note any matters of concern of importance which one party needs to tell the other.  The book is to be used solely for communication about contact arrangements and the health and welfare of the children and must not be used to criticise or verbally abuse the other parent. The book must be passed from one party to the other at contact handovers and must be brought to court on each occasion the parties attend;
i. [name] must not drink alcohol or use non-prescribed drugs for 24 hours before, or at any time while, seeing the children;
j. the contact is to be supervised at all times by [name].

[bookmark: BMC_23_1][bookmark: BMC_23]Contact centre
[bookmark: BMC_23_2]5.Such contact is to be supervised / supported at [insert name]  Contact Centre / an accredited centre and the following conditions shall apply:
a. [name] must provide a copy of this order, the Child Impact Report or information filed by Cafcass and any injunction order involving the parties to the centre manager as soon as possible and in any event within 2 [or other]  days of this order;
b. [name]  must complete and submit a referral form to the contact centre / use the online referral service; 
c. any rules of the contact centre must be complied with;
d. the children must be taken by [name] to the contact centre promptly for the start of each session and collected at the end of each session by [name];
e. [name] must not enter the contact centre before the contact session is due to start;
f. [name] must not remain in the same room as the children during the contact session;
g. any costs charged by the contact centre must be paid by [name];
h. both parties are responsible for telling the centre manager when the place is no longer required;
i. contact will continue at the contact centre until [insert date/ contingency on which a change is to occur]; thereafter contact shall take place in accordance with the following order.

[bookmark: BMC_24_1][bookmark: BMC_24]Indirect contact
[bookmark: BMC_24_2]6.Until further order [name] shall have indirect contact with the children by sending them letters, cards, gifts and/or photos no more than once every [frequency] starting on [date]. [name] must make the items sent available for the children to read or see (reading any letters or cards to the child if the child cannot read for him or herself) and must keep items sent for the children to access when they wish from time to time.  [name] must encourage the children to respond to each item sent by way of letter or card in reply. [name] must copy items sent and keep proof of postage or sending.

[bookmark: BMC_24_3]7.[name] must send to [name] school reports, photographs and any updated medical information relating to the children when received / every [frequency] together with periodic updates as to the children’s health, welfare and interests.

[bookmark: BMC_25]Specific Issue Order
[bookmark: BMC_26]     9.[name] must 
(i) return the children to the care of [name] immediately/ upon service of this order;
(ii)make sure that the children attend school at [insert name of school];
(iii)make sure the children are known by the last name [insert name];
(iv)deliver the children’s passports to [name] by [insert date];
(v)

Prohibited Steps Order
10. [name] must not
(i)remove the children from the care of [name] or any person or institution (including any nursery or school) to whom that party has entrusted the children’s care, nor instruct nor encourage anybody else to do so, other than for the purpose of contact agreed in writing or ordered by the court, in which case the children must be returned promptly at the end of each such contact period;
(ii)allow the children to live at a different address than [name];
(iii)remove the children from their current school;
(iv)remove the children from the United Kingdom;
(v)allow the children to be known by a different surname than [name];
(vi)

Informing the children about outcome
11 [name – check if FCA will do this] shall inform the children as to the outcome of the proceedings.


Activity Conditions / Implementation and support
     13.	[name] must attend the following activities on dates and at times to be confirmed by the activity provider, and in any event by      :
a. a planning together for children course (PT4C)
b. a Parenting Apart Programme;
c. Improving Child and Family Arrangements (ICFA);
d. 

14. The parents shall by [date] complete and send to the court and to Cafcass a Parenting Plan 
15. In the event that the parties need help implementing the arrangements provided for by this order or agreed between them, or dealing with any issues that arise, they are encouraged (provided it is safe to do so) to consider non-court resolution by way of mediation, counselling, a separated parenting programme or other professional support, rather than bringing the matter back to court.

[bookmark: _Toc134716053]Children’s Guardian - Appointment - FPR rule 16.4

16 [bookmark: _Hlk127287121] The children [is] / [are] joined as [a party] / [parties] to the proceedings and an officer of Cafcass must be appointed to act as children’s guardian. The appointed children’s guardian must promptly appoint a solicitor to act for the children and inform the other parties of the solicitor instructed.
[bookmark: bookmark=id.pkwqa1]
17. If Cafcass is unable to appoint a children’s guardian within 7 days of service of this order, they must tell the court straightaway.

[bookmark: _Toc134716064]Drug/alcohol testing
18. [bookmark: bookmark=id.184mhaj][Name] shall by 16:00 on [date] send to the court and serve on the parties a report detailing the results of [drug] [and] [alcohol] testing which shall cover:
a. Use of amphetamine, methamphetamines, benzodiazepines, cannabinoids, cocaine (including crack cocaine), ketamine, methadone, opiates (including heroin), and tramadol in the preceding [3] / [6] months [segmented by month];
b. FAEE, EtG, [LFT,] [Peth,] [CDT] testing for a period of 3 months; and
c. Whether the results are consistent with any admitted usage.
d. The cost of such testing and report shall be paid by [name] / [the parties equally].

19. [bookmark: _Hlk127288038][Name] shall by 16:00 on [date] send to the court and send to the parties a report detailing the results of transdermal continuous alcohol testing (TACT or SCRAM testing) for a period of [3] / [6] months commencing on [date]. [Name] is responsible for the instruction of the expert undertaking such testing and report. The costs shall be paid by [name] / [the parties equally].

20. [bookmark: _Hlk127288080]The court may draw a negative inference against [name] from failure to comply with the [drug] [and] [alcohol] testing directed above.



[bookmark: _Toc134716059][bookmark: _Hlk127289555]Directions for fact-finding hearing
21. [bookmark: bookmark=id.2pta16n][bookmark: _Hlk127289577][Name] has made allegations against [name] which are disputed.
22. The court will hold a separate fact-finding hearing to decide the disputed allegations and the parties must comply with these directions.	Comment by Greenan, HHJ Sarah: FOF para should include reasons why a FOF is being held. Or if not, why not. See the model directions I circulated earlier this year. 
23. [bookmark: BMC_34_3][Name] must by 16:00 on [date] send to the court and to [name] 
a. A statement giving details of the allegations.  The statement must end with a statement that it is true and be signed and dated.
b. If there were other witnesses to the alleged incidents, or there are documents on which a party intends to rely, that should be referred to in the last paragraph of the statement but no additional witnesses or documents should be sent at this stage OR
c. In addition, [name] or any witnesses must make written statements of the evidence they will give to the court about the disputed facts, attaching any documents they wish to use to support their evidence.
24. [bookmark: BMC_34_4]By 16:00 on [date] [name] must send to the court and to [name] 
a. A written response to the [applicant’s] / [respondent’s] statement setting out brief details of what [name] says happened or if the incident is denied.  The response must end with a statement that it is true and be signed and dated.
b. If there were other witnesses to the alleged incidents, or there are documents on which a party intends to rely, that should be referred to in the last paragraph of the statement but no additional witnesses or documents should be sent at this stage OR
c. In addition, [name] or any witnesses must make written statements of the evidence they will give to the court about the disputed facts, attaching any documents they wish to use to support their evidence.

25. [bookmark: BMC_34_5]Neither party may use the evidence of more than [number] additional witnesses.

Witness Statements
26. By 16:00 on [date] the parties must send to the court and to each other a witness statement.

27. A party’s statement may be prepared using the witness statement template which is available from the court or via this link: Witness Statement template: Child arrangements - Parental dispute: Form C120 - GOV.UK

28. [bookmark: BMC_34_6]Every statement must:
0. start with the name of the case and the case number;
0. state the full name and address of the person making it;
0. set out what the person has to say clearly in numbered paragraphs on numbered pages;
0. end with this statement: 'I understand that proceedings for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to be made, a false statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in its truth. I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true'; and
0. be signed and dated by the person making it.

29. [bookmark: BMC_34_7]If a witness or party is unable to read the statement in the form produced to the court, the statement must include a certificate that it has been read or interpreted to the witness by a suitably qualified person.  If a witness who has made a statement is to give evidence or be questioned and is unable to do so in spoken English (or Welsh if the hearing is in Wales), the party relying on that witness must ensure that a suitable independent interpreter is available.

30. [bookmark: BMC_34_8]Statements must be no longer than [number] pages of A4 paper, preferably typed in a font no smaller than 12pt and at no less than 1.5 in line spacing.

31. The statements and documents should also be sent in electronic form if possible.

[bookmark: bookmark=id.14ykbeg]

[bookmark: _Toc134716077]Participation directions / Ground Rules

[bookmark: bookmark=id.4cmhg48]36.The [name] has made allegation[s] of domestic abuse. The [name] is therefore vulnerable for the purposes FPR Part 3A and their participation in the proceedings is likely to be affected.

37.The court considers that it may be necessary to make participation directions in respect of a party or witness.

38.The court has concluded that [name] is [vulnerable] / [a protected party] and that [his] / [her] participation in the proceedings is likely to be affected because:
a. it is alleged that [name] is the victim of domestic abuse;
b. the court considers that the quality of evidence given by [name] is likely to be assisted by the services of an intermediary who can facilitate and enable communication and understanding of questions to and answers by a witness or party;
c. [insert other reason].

[bookmark: bookmark=id.16x20ju][bookmark: _heading=h.2rrrqc1]39.If they have not already done so, any party who considers that specific measures need to be taken to enable a party or witness to understand the proceedings and their role in them when in court, put their views to the court, instruct their representatives before, during, and after the hearing or attend the hearing without significant distress should file an application notice and include the following information as far as practicable:
a. why the party or witness would benefit from assistance;
b. the measure or measures that would be likely to maximise as far as practicable the quality of their evidence or participation and why;
c. written confirmation from any relevant witness of their views.

40.The court has concluded that there are currently no parties or witnesses for whom it is necessary to make participation directions because:
a. no matters have been drawn to the attention of the court and it is aware of no reasons which would lead it to conclude otherwise;
b. [bookmark: bookmark=id.3qwpj7n]it has considered the matters adduced by [name] and concluded that the facilities available at court should afford sufficient protection.

41.[Name] must by 16:00 on [date] ask [name of intermediary provider] to provide a quotation for the supply of services in the form of a preliminary assessment to include necessary preparative work and, if required, intermediary services and necessary preparative work for the ground rules hearing and final hearing and the following directions apply:
c. the quotation must be sent to HMCTS for the attention of the court manager by [date];
d. HMCTS must confirm acceptance of the quotation and payment of intermediary services within 7 days after receipt of the quotation;
e. the case will be listed for a [DRA] / [directions hearing] / [ground rules hearing] / [PTR] at [time] on [date] allowing [time estimate];
f. [Name of intermediary provider] must file a preliminary assessment by [4 weeks after confirmation of payment of services by HMCTS] / [date] and shall attend, if required, the subsequent hearings;
g. any default in compliance with these directions shall be brought to the attention of the case management judge on 48 hours’ notice to all parties.

[bookmark: bookmark=id.261ztfg]42.The following measures are to apply to all hearings in this matter unless otherwise ordered. They must also be set out clearly in a separate schedule headed ‘Measures which apply in case number [case number]’ which is to be placed prominently on the case file and provided by the court office to security and the court usher for each hearing:

Measures are to be taken to:
0. provide separate entrances to, and waiting areas in, the court building for [name(s)];
0. prevent [name] from seeing [name] whilst within the court building or its precincts;
0. make sure that [name] is to arrive at court no later than 30 minutes before the hearing and is to report to [court security] / [the usher] immediately on arrival;
0. security and the court staff must liaise to make sure that the parties do not meet except when they are in the hearing room;
0. neither party is to approach the other directly;
0. allow [name] to participate in hearings and give evidence: 
0. by live link;
0. by a recording made [and transcribed] in advance of the hearing; 
0. with the aid of a [signer] / [insert];
0. by use of evidence already given in other proceedings, namely [specify];
0. [insert].
0. provide for [name] to: 
0. use a [identify aid] to help communicate;
0. participate in proceedings with the assistance of an intermediary;
0. be questioned in court with the assistance of an [Qualified Legal Representative] / [intermediary];
0. provide for all hearings to take place in a courtroom;
0. ensure in relation to any questioning of [name] that:
0. questions or topics are agreed prior to the hearing;
0. any questions that [can be] / [have been] put by one advocate may not be repeated by another without the court’s permission;
0. questions may be put by [one advocate] / [the judge] only;
0. [example] questions [from each topic to be put] are provided in writing in advance of the hearing so that [the intermediary can consider whether they will be understood by the witness] / [they can be put by the judge];
0. [insert].


[bookmark: bookmark=id.l7a3n9]43.The court has made these participation directions for the following reasons:
they are a proportionate way to meet the apparent needs of [name]
they protect both parties from coercive conduct or false allegations of coercive conduct;
[bookmark: bookmark=id.356xmb2][bookmark: bookmark=id.1kc7wiv][insert].

44.These participation directions have been made by the court without receiving representations from all parties. An application may be made to set aside, vary or stay them provided it is issued within seven days of service of this order.

[bookmark: bookmark=id.44bvf6o]45.The court considers that a measure under Family Procedure Rules rule 3A is necessary but the measure is not available to the court because [insert].

46.The participation directions given on [date] are [revoked] / [varied] as follows: [insert details] because [insert reasons]

47.All parties’ legal representatives are expected to be familiar with and to use the techniques employed by the toolkits and approach of The Inns of Court College of Advocacy. The toolkits are available at https://www.theadvocatesgateway.org/toolkits-1-1-1.

[bookmark: _Toc134716071]Interpreters/translation
[bookmark: bookmark=id.47hxl2r][bookmark: _Hlk127291353]48.The court must arrange for [number] interpreters fluent in [language (and dialect if necessary)] to be available at all future hearings to attend no later than one hour before the time the hearing is listed.

[bookmark: bookmark=id.2mn7vak][bookmark: _Hlk127291377]49.The court authorises the use of interpreters by the solicitors for [name] to enable them to take instructions. The cost of the interpreters must be paid by [name].

[bookmark: bookmark=id.11si5id][bookmark: _Hlk127291395]50.The parties must agree the documents (or summaries of documents) that it is necessary to translate to enable the parties to understand the case and give instructions. A list of the documents it is proposed to translate must be submitted to the court by 4.00pm on [date] so that the court can satisfy itself that the documents need to be translated.

[bookmark: _Hlk127291432]51.[Name] must arrange for the translation of [identify documents] to be made into [language (and dialect if necessary)] and provided to [name]. The court is satisfied that the translation of these documents is necessary. The cost of translation shall be paid by [name].


[bookmark: _Toc119670687][bookmark: _Toc134716055]Completion of forms to consider prevention of cross-examination in person
[bookmark: _Hlk127287277]52.[Name of whichever party is the alleged victim] is to complete Form EX740 (Application and information needed by the court to consider whether to prevent (prohibit) questioning (cross-examination) in person) by [date].
(OR)
[Name of whichever party is the alleged perpetrator] is to complete Form EX741 (Application and information needed by the court to consider whether to prevent (prohibit) questioning (cross-examination) in person)] by [date].

[bookmark: _Toc118144503][bookmark: _Toc134716084]Prohibition on cross-examination in person and consideration of appointing a qualified legal representative

53. [bookmark: _Hlk127365879][Name] is prohibited from being the person to cross examine [names].

54. [Name] must notify the court by 4.00pm on [date] (a) whether, in their view, there are suitable alternative means of cross-examination and (b) should the court determine that there are no suitable alternative means of cross-examination, whether they intend to appoint their own qualified legal representative.

55. The file is to be referred to [name of judge] on [date following deadline for filing the response set out above] to consider whether it is necessary for the court to appoint a qualified legal representative to conduct cross examination on behalf of either party.

56. If [name] does intend to appoint their own qualified legal representative for the purpose of cross-examination, they shall provide the name and contact details of that person no later than [date].


[bookmark: _Toc134716042][bookmark: _Hlk127277036]Appointment of a qualified legal representative

57. The court is to appoint a qualified legal representative on behalf of [name of person prohibited from questioning] for the hearing[s] listed on [date] at [time] at The Family Court sitting at [court name].

58. [bookmark: _Hlk127277139]The court is authorised to share the contact details of [name of person prohibited from questioning] with the court-appointed qualified legal representative.

59. The court appoints [name of court appointed qualified legal representative] of [firm/chambers/email address] to conduct cross-examination on behalf of the prohibited party, namely [name] of the following [witness] / [witnesses]:
a. [name];
b. [etc].
on [date] at [time] at [name of court] with a time estimate of [insert].

60. The court-appointed qualified legal representative must notify the court as soon as possible if they are subsequently unable to accept the court appointment.

61. The [applicant/respondent’s legal representative] / [court] shall send the court bundle or such parts of the court bundle as the court directs to the qualified legal representative appointed to conduct the cross-examination [7 days before the next hearing and] 7 days before the hearing with cross-examination.

62. A [preliminary hearing] / [ground rules hearing] / [adjourned decision hearing] at which contested evidence is to be heard is listed on [date] at [time] at [name of court] with a time estimate of [insert]. The qualified legal representative appointed by the court to conduct cross-examination shall attend.

63. The court bundle or such parts of the court bundle as the court directs will be sent by [date] by [the applicant/respondent’s legal representative] / [court] to the court appointed qualified legal representative. If the bundle or such parts of the court bundle as the court directs has not been received by the qualified legal representative, the qualified legal representative should notify the court in good time. HMCTS will send the bundle or such parts of the court bundle as the court directs to the court- appointed qualified legal representative.

64. Should the hearing be adjourned or vacated by the court, the court will notify the court-appointed qualified legal representative of the date and time of the rescheduled hearing.


[bookmark: _Toc134716040]Next hearing

65. The next hearing will be a Further Decision Hearing/Finding of fact hearing/Final hearing at [time] on [date] at the Family Court sitting at [court name] before Magistrates/District Judge [name]/His/Her Honour Judge [name] allowing [number] hours because [insert reasons for adjournment].

66. The witnesses at the hearing will be:

67. If any party fails to attend the next hearing without good reason the court may make orders including final orders in their absence

68. The author of the Child Impact Report shall attend the next hearing

[bookmark: _Toc134716062]Documents and bundles
69. [bookmark: bookmark=id.2fk6b3p][bookmark: _Hlk127287859]No document other than a document specified in an order or filed in accordance with the Rules or any Practice Direction shall be filed without the court’s permission.

70. [bookmark: bookmark=id.upglbi][bookmark: _Hlk127287915]The bundle for the next hearing will be prepared by [name].

71. [bookmark: bookmark=id.3ep43zb][bookmark: _Hlk127287944]The party preparing the bundle must comply with Practice Direction 27A concerning the preparation and presentation of bundles [a summary of which is attached to this order for the benefit of any unrepresented party preparing the bundle], and the guidance at https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/GENERAL-GUIDANCE-ON-PDF-BUNDLES-f-1.pdf


FAS Recitals
The court records the following information for the purposes of the Family Advocacy Scheme (FAS):	Comment by Greenan, HHJ Sarah: This para should be at the end.
a. TYPE OF JUDGE: Lay Magistrates/DJ/CJ
b. TYPE OF CASE: Private Law
c. TYPE OF HEARING: Interim
d. the advocates met for pre-hearing discussions between [time] and [time];
e. the hearing started at [time] and ended at [time]; 
f.       the court allowed [time] thereafter for preparation and agreement of the order between [time] and [time];
g. [name of advocate] is entitled to a bolt on because they are representing a client who is facing allegations that they have caused significant harm to a child and these are a live issue in proceedings;
h. the advocates’ bundle page count is [number].

Dated:Th


RECITALS
1. This case is being dealt with in accordance with the Child Focused Model (formerly Pathfinder) Private Law Reforms and Practice Direction 36Z.
2. The parties have agreed that:
3. The issues that the court needs to decide are as follows:
a. [bookmark: bookmark=id.1pxezwc]with whom the child[ren] should live;
b. [bookmark: bookmark=id.49x2ik5]whether they should spend time with [the other parent] / [name] and, if so,
i. [bookmark: bookmark=id.2p2csry]how often;
ii. [bookmark: bookmark=id.147n2zr]whether there should be overnight stays and longer stays;
iii. [bookmark: bookmark=id.3o7alnk]whether it should be supervised or supported;
iv. [bookmark: bookmark=id.23ckvvd]whether it should be limited to indirect spending time arrangements;
c. [bookmark: bookmark=id.ihv636]the children’s education;
d. [bookmark: bookmark=id.32hioqz]the children’s names;
e. [bookmark: bookmark=id.1hmsyys]holidays or travel plans;
f. [bookmark: bookmark=id.41mghml]proposed relocation by [name] with the children to [insert].

[bookmark: _Toc134716035]Domestic abuse issues
(i) [bookmark: bookmark=id.1v1yuxt][bookmark: bookmark=id.2u6wntf][bookmark: bookmark=id.4f1mdlm][bookmark: bookmark=id.nmf14n]Domestic abuse has been raised as an issue which is likely to be relevant to any decision of the court relating to the welfare of the children having regard to PD 12J
(ii) The court has decided that having regard to PD12J a finding of fact hearing is/is not needed. Insert summary reasons for decision – for assistance refer to suggested FOF directions circulated previously. 
(iii) [Name] has made the following admissions in relation to domestic abuse [set out admissions made]
(iv) The court is satisfied that having regard to PD12J, that the arrangements for the children made by this order, including any spend time arrangements, protect the safety and wellbeing of the children and the parent with whom they are living 

Prohibition on cross-examination in person and consideration of appointing a qualified legal representative	Comment by Greenan, HHJ Sarah: Does this need to be in the recital? 
   
A. The court has determined that an automatic prohibition on cross examination applies under the Matrimonial and Family Proceedings Act 1984 (MFPA) because:
(SELECT RELEVANT SUB PARAGRAPH(S))
Section 31R: The vulnerable party is the victim of a specified domestic abuse offence perpetrated by the other party;
Section 31S: the vulnerable party is protected by an on-notice protective injunction against the other party;
Section 31T: the vulnerable party adduces specified evidence that they are a victim of domestic abuse perpetrated by the other party.
(OR)
B. Under Section 31U of the MFPA, it appears to the court that the quality of the party’s evidence on cross-examination is likely to be diminished if the cross-examination is conducted in person, or if the conduct of cross-examination in person would cause significant distress to a party, and it would not be contrary to the interests of justice to make the direction.	Comment by Greenan, HHJ Sarah: As previous comment

Appointment of a qualified legal representative
The Court has considered whether it is necessary in the interests of justice for the witness(es) to be cross examined by a qualified legal representative(s) and concluded that it is necessary to appoint such a qualified legal representative(s) to conduct the cross-examination
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